MAKING YOUR WIFE FEEL ATTRACTIVE

Everyone needs assurance that he or she is desirable and attractive to their spouse.  Women usually want to feel attractive, while men want to feel desired.  If you don’t make your spouse feel beautiful and desired, someone else might.  It is not enough to say that you are not attracted to any other man or woman, but you must express your deep attraction and desire for your spouse.

Song of Songs 1:9-11

9 I liken you, my darling, to a mare harnessed to one of the chariots of Pharaoh. 

10 Your cheeks are beautiful with earrings, your neck with strings of jewels. 

11 We will make you earrings of gold, studded with silver. 

Verses 9-11 is the first time the man has spoken.  The woman has just expressed some feelings of insecurity about her own appearance and about her lover’s work.  It is important to note that the man’s first words directed to the woman are words of praise.  He is building her up with honest compliments that come from his loving heart.  Consider each phrase in the above verses.

“I liken you, my darling, to a mare harnessed to one of the chariots of Pharaoh.” – 1:9 
The word darling is used nine times in this book, and each time it is used by the man in speaking to his woman.  The root meaning of the word is associate, companion, or friend.   The word carries with it the dual meaning of commitment and delight.  The man is saying that he is committed to his woman and he delights in the relationship.  It is the commitment and protective care of a real friend, coupled with the delight of a real lover.
  

The man compares his woman with a mare from Solomon’s stable.  Solomon was noted for his beautiful chariots and horses.  According to 1 Kings 10:26, Solomon had 1,400 chariots and 12,000 horsemen.  He most likely owned at least one Egyptian mare that was tall, sleek, shiny, and dark.  Egyptian horses were famous for their excellence, and the 

best horses were always reserved for the royal stable.  Solomon’s horse was no doubt the most outstanding of all the horses. 

Some have suggested that the reference to a mare is an allusion to the war tactic of setting a mare in heat loose among the cavalry of the enemy.  The stallions would turn toward 

the mare and the cavalry would lose its effectiveness.  If this is the meaning of the reference, then the man is saying his woman is a real “head turner” among the men.
  In verse 6 the woman tells the fair court ladies not to stare at her, but the man responds by saying that the men cannot help but stare at her.  No matter how one interprets mare, it is obvious that this man thinks the woman is excellent, beautiful, and special in his eyes.  

Like the woman in the Song of Songs, many women and men feel they are less attractive because of what the American culture has labeled as desirable.  However, like the man in this passage, spouses find each other physically attractive because of the love they have for each other.  Love can transform our spouse into the most desirable and lovely person.  When a man treats his wife special, the wife begins to feel special, and she acquires a confidence in her character and appearance.  
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